
 

 

 

 

Friends, we have been given a great opportunity!  Our neighbor, directly across the street from 

the church, came to me back in early December with an offer.  She said she was selling her 

property and that it was her desire that the church have the first chance to purchase it. 

I took this information to the Church Council and at our January meeting, they gave permission for the various 

committees to pursue investigating and to entering into all due diligence regarding what would be involved in 

purchasing the property.  The property that is listed as 1934 Jordan Springs Road consists of 15 acres and a 

beautiful brick home that dates to 1801.  Upon inspection by several knowledgeable members of the church, the 

house was found to be in wonderful condition for its age, clean, and well kept.  The property contains a 

beautiful pond with a running creek and several various out-buildings. The asking price is $395,000. 

As a church, we are under certain guidelines in pursuing the purchase of property.  One of those guidelines is 

obtaining the approval of the District Committee on Church Locations & Buildings, which serves as an arm of 

the Virginia Annual Conference of the UMC.  This committee, which is chaired by our District Superintendent, 

Rev. Larry Thompson, unanimously approved the financial plan we brought forth.  Having secured that 

approval, the next step is calling and convening a Church Conference.  A Church Conference is where the entire 

professing membership of the church has voice and vote.  You -- the church -- will discern and decide whether 

the purchase of this property is what God desires for our future at BFUMC and whether this purchase helps us 

to fulfill the mission of the church. 

On March 12 at 7:00 in our sanctuary, Rev. Larry Thompson will preside over our called Church Conference 

for the purpose of voting on whether to purchase this property and approve of additional indebtedness or not.  

This is your opportunity to make your discernments known.  Our finance team will make a presentation and we 

will hear from several in leadership. 

I want to make this very clear.  If we decide to purchase this property, we will do so in faith that God will 

present a vision for its use.  I can think of a 100 uses for this property, as I am sure many of you can, but we 

have not discerned what a specific plan will be for its use at this time.  We have, quite simply, not had the time.  

We are in the process of forming a new Long Range Planning Team that will be tasked with visioning and 

discerning our future in all areas of growth.  In any event, I encourage you to take part in this process.  A 

majority vote will win the day but quite frankly, as we have instituted in the past, I would like to see a 

consensus of at least 85% one way or the other.  This is your church!  Come and be a part of this decision, come 

and hear the financial plan, come and be a part of this special time in the life of Burnt Factory UMC! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M ARCH 2018 NEWSLETTER  

BURNT FACTORY  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

STEPHENSON, VIRGINIA 22656 

PASTOR C. STEVEN MELESTER 

OUR M ISSION STATEMENT : 

SHARING THE LOVE OF CHRIST WITH ALL PEOPLE. 
ñLET YOUR LIGHT SHINE BEFORE MEN, THAT THEY MAY SEE YOUR GOOD 

WORKS AND PRAISE OUR FATHER IN HEAVENò  ~ MATTHEW 5:16 



 
March 25  PALM SUNDAY!  

¶ We will kick off Holy Week with worship focused on Christôs triumphant re-entry into Jerusalem!  

Mark 1: 1-11 will be our text. 

 

¶ Our wonderful Chancel Choir will continue our celebration of the arrival of Holy Week with their 

performance of the Easter Cantata, ñHow Great Thou Art.ò  You do not want to miss this worship 

experience!  We look forward to gathering for this worship experience at 7:00 p.m.  Come and worship! 

 

March 29 MAUNDY THURSDAY  

¶ We will gather for worship at 7:00 p.m. for a special observance of Holy Communion.  Our text for the 

evening has come to be known as ñThe Walk to Emmausò story.  It is found in Luke 24: 13-35.  I hope 

you will consider attending this holy and reverent service as we reflect upon the body and blood of Jesus 

Christ and the New Covenant Jesus created for this very evening. 

¶ Also, Ms. Carrie has a special service planned for our children.  They will experience their own service 

where they will celebrate and be taught the meaning behind this Holy Thursday! 

March 30 GOOD FRIDAY  

¶ We will open the church at 3:00 p.m. and again at 7:00 p.m. for a service of Scripture Readings, Prayer, 

and Meditation.  We hope you will consider adding this service to your Holy Week observances. 

April 1  EASTER SUNDAY 

¶ We will begin the great celebration of Resurrection Day with our traditional SONRISE service at 6:30 

a.m.  We will gather on top of the hill behind the church on the other side of our upper parking lot!  

After the service, we will move to the fellowship hall for a time of fellowship as we enjoy a continental 

breakfast.  In case of inclement weather, we will gather in the Sanctuary. 

 

¶ We will praise our Lord at our usual 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services and Ms. Carrie will have a great 

experience in store for our youngest members during the Sunday school hour.  Throughout the 

childrenôs wing and ground floor areas of the church, our children will have great fun as they travel to 

different experiential learning areas!  It will be great fun!  For safety reasons, at this time, we have had 

to seek alternatives to our usual Easter Egg hunt. 

 

We hope and pray that you will consider attending all these opportunities to 
worship our Lord and Savior during this most Holy and Special season of the year!  
We serve a Great God!  Let all the people praise His name!  
 

 

 

 

HOLY WEEK HAPPENINGS  



 

 

 

 

¶ Pastor Steve will be taking a ñStaycationò from April 2
nd

 through the 10
th
.  He needs 

some time to work around the house and take a little break.  If there are emergencies, he 

will be available.  You can contact Rob or Carrie for other concerns and needs. 

¶ On April 8
th
 our wonderful Director of Childrenôs Ministries, Ms. Carrie Fair, will bring 

forth the message!  If you have not heard Carrie preach, you are in for a blessing! 

¶ On April 15
th
 we will celebrate the wonderful youth ministry of our Mr. Rob who for 

over ten years has guided and led a very fruitful youth ministry at BFUMC.  We will 

honor his ministry with a reception after the 11:00 a.m.service and also with recognition 

during our services.  Thanks Mr. ROB! 

=========================================================================== 
 

 

We wish to extend our heartfelt sympathies to the following families whose 
loved ones have claimed the promise of the resurrectioné. 

 
TO  Ruby Beck and Family in the passing of her beloved husband, 
 William òBilló Beck, Sr. 

TO Buddy and Margie Willis and Family in the passing of Buddyõs sister, 
 Linda Orndorff and his brother, Edward òPeteó Willis. 

TO Steve and Brandy Dillard and Family in the passing of Steveõs father, David Dillard. 

TO Bob and Shirley Harrison and Family in the passing of their son-in-law, Jake Mongold, 
 whose wife is Andrea and step-children, Logan and Alyssa. 

TO Danny and Tina Liggett and Family in the passing of her sister, Bekki Purdy, who was 
   also the aunt of Lisa McClinton. 

TO Rev. Aaron Fitch and Family in the passing of his wife, Stephanie.  Rev. Fitch serves at 
 Kernstown UMC. 

TO Charity Merriman and Family in the passing of her cousin, Desirae. 

TO Bruce and Janie Clevenger and Family in the passing of her niece, Dr. Barbara òAnnó 
 Adams. 

TO Mike and Michele Dunn and Family in the passing of her father, John C. òJackó  
 Hamilton. 

God Bless All of you and may God surround you with His peace and comfort now and always. 

 



 

 

 

 

Dear Burnt Factory Brothers and Sisters, 

Thank you for your wonderful response on our 
Laurel Center Donation Day on 
Sunday, February 18th. 

They received many items that were on their 
Wish List. 

Your generosity is heart-warming. 

    Peace and Joy, 
    Donna Gallagher 

  Pastor Steve has special notices he needs to send 

to those who attend Burnt Factory.  The notices will 

include not only prayer concerns, but also schedule 

changes during bad weather. 

  Keith keeps an e-mail list in his computer for just 

such purposes.  Your e-mail address is protected 

and e-mails are sent, recipients not disclosed, to 

protect your privacy. 

Kindly send your e-mail address to Keith Roberts at  

john.k.roberts@comcast.net with the message: 

ñADD ME TO THE CHURCH EMAIL LISTò 

     Thank You 
 

   
 
 
Dear Friends, 

On behalf of The Laurel Center I would like to thank you for your generous gift of personal hygiene & 
household items, journals, and clothing.  Your commitment to helping victims and survivors of domestic and 
sexual violence in our community is sincerely appreciated. 

Each year The Laurel Center continues to advance its mission of ending sexual and domestic violence in our 
community.  As staff, we have seen many lives changed for the better through our emergency shelter and 
counseling programs.  The following are examples of what women said after using our support services: 

¶ I learned to be independent, take care of myself, obtain a job and make wiser choices. 

¶ I learned to set boundaries for myself, got a place and got on with my life. 

¶ I obtained housing and employment and learned self-care and safety skills. 

¶ I learned that when my kids witness violence in my home it can make them sad.  What I choose 
to tolerate reflects on my child. 

Our goal is to continue to make a difference in the lives of those who are suffering because of domestic 
violence or sexual assault.   We donõt want anyone to give up.  With the help of donations from supporters 
such as you we continue to meet this problem head on.  We believe all people have the right to live without 
violence or the fear of violence. 

For more information, contact Cindy Marzullo, our Development Coordinator.  She is always available to 
answer any questions you may have.  Donõt hesitate to call her at 540-667-6160.  Meanwhile, we will keep 
you updated through our bi-annual newsletters, email updates and website.  To be added to our email list, call 
Angie Davis at 540-667-6160. 

Thanks again for your kind support of our efforts to end sexual and domestic violence in our community. 

mailto:john.k.roberts@comcast.net


 

How Walk to Emmaus Can Benefit Congregations 

   άEvery church growth plan acknowledges the Priority of Spiritual Renewal.  To this end, Emmaus provides a 
means by which people gain a lively overview of Christian Faith, encounter the risen Christ in Christian 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀ ǊŜƪƛƴŘƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ [ƻǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎΦέ  Source: Walk to Emmaus The 
Upper RoomτWhat is Emmaus? 

   A plan of disciplined follow-through (called Reunion Groups), is an effective means of changing church 
members into effective disciples of Christ and plant seeds of renewal in congregations.  In many other 
churches, Emmaus Graduates become Sunday school teachers, project and committee leaders, and mission 
volunteers.  In Burnt Factory UMC, we already had leaders in place who have not attended Emmaus Retreat 
and are doing a GREAT JOB!  We also have Emmaus Graduates who are already in leadership positions τ 
Pastor Steve and Melanie Melester, Rev. Jay and Harriett Hanke, Stephen Cunningham, Carrie Fair, Jason & 
Kalyn Corron, Tim Heinlein, and Sue and I.  Other Emmaus Graduates include Bruce and Bonnie Rogers, Phil 
Shobe, and Sonny Sibert.  Paige Rogers is a Chrysalis Graduate. 

   Emmaus Graduates have a mission of selecting others (called Sponsoring) to attend future Walk to Emmaus 
Retreats.  Sponsoring may be a shared responsibility like one family paying for the Retreat Fees, and another 
transporting Pilgrims to and from the Retreats.  We think Pilgrims are special people so we take them to a 
meal before and after their Retreat.  We also depend on church members to provide us with 
recommendations on who should attend future Retreats, and we have our Pastor Steven Melester approve all 
attendees.  We are looking for Attendees now.  All Pilgrims selected need to fill out an application and pay a  
$25.00 fee with their application (made out to Loudoun Valley Emmaus). 

1. aŜƴΩǎ ²ŀƭƪ [± утΣ aŀȅ мл-13, 2018 

2. ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ²ŀƭƪ [V 88, May 17-20, 2018    

  Loudoun Valley Walk to Emmaus is looking for a site to conduct these retreats if the 4-H Facility is not ready 
for our next retreats.  Alternative site may be selected as early as our next Monthly Gathering at Macedonia 
UMC on Saturday, Feb 17 starting with our Agape Party at 4:30 pm. 

  Our Walk to Emmaus Program Prioritizes attendees based on the following: 
1. Actual or Potential Leaders of the church.  This includes Leaders of Bible Studies, Sunday school, 

Committees, Ministries, etc. 

2. Individuals and husband & wives who actively support our Children and Youth Ministries.  Many will be 

our future church leaders. 

3. Those who actively work in the church behind the scenesτWorking on Church Bulletin, Newsletter, 

Kitchen, Library, C-PAC, WoƳŜƴΩǎ ¦a/Σ aŜƴΩǎ ¦a/Σ and other ministries. 

   If you would like to meet other Retreat Graduates, come with us to the next Monthly Walk to Emmaus 
Gathering at the Macedonia UMC at 1941 Macedonia Church Road, White Post, VA.  Anyone can come with 
us.  We plan to leave the church at 4:30 pm, arrive by 5:30 pm for the Potluck Dinner, then accompany 
everyone into the !ǳŘƛǘƻǊƛǳƳ ŀǘ сΥол ǇƳ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊΩǎ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Dw9AT Band followed by a 
Service. 

Please call Sue or I if you have any questions on the Walk to 
Emmaus ProgramτJosh Cell: 703-967-8679 or email: 
JMorimoto@weichert.com or email Sue:SMori01@comcast.net. 

 

 

 

mailto:JMorimoto@weichert.com
mailto:SMori01@comcast.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

    1
st
 ~ Chubby Weir 

         ~ Donna Bonjo 

     3
rd

 ~ Melanie Melester 

    4
th
 ~ Greg Bigler 

    6
th
 ~ Logan Clemons 

         ~ Nicholas Wagoner 

    7
th
 ~ Charly Winter 

         ~ Gary Dixon 

    9
th
 ~ Johnny Morrison 

  10
th
 ~ Joy Melvin 

  15
th
 ~ Ben Perrault 

         ~ Katie Moss 

  15
th
 ~ Ed Simmers 

  16
th
 ~ Boo Snider 

         ~ Jack Campbell Mowery 

  20
th
 ~ Ronnie Earhart 

         ~ Tyler Beaver 

         ~ Millie Hood 

  24
th
 ~ Casey Heinlein 

  25
th
 ~ Beth Beaver 

  27
th
 ~ Carter Gerometta 

  28
th
 ~ Joe Hulver 

  31
st
 ~ Jordan Clemons 

         ~ Cynthia Ward 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  14
th
 ~ Ray & Frances Taylor 

  17
th
 ~ Chubby & Helen Weir 

  25
th
 ~ Ed & Deanna Simmers 

 

 

 

 

 Burnt Factory  
   Food Pantry  
 
  I want everyone to know that Burnt Factory UMC 

does have a food pantry.  Non-perishable foods are 

stocked in a room downstairs and food is delivered 

on an as need basis.  We are just a phone call away 

and deliver to anyone in need of food.  This may be 

just a one-time need or more often.  Our mission is 

to feed the hungry. 

  Please contact Pastor Steve, Rob Moss, or myself, 

Karen Willis, if you have questions or know of 

someone in need. 

  The following items are needed to fill the shelves: 

    CEREAL    PEANUT BUTTER    JELLY    CRACKERS 

SPAGHETTI SAUCE NOODLES APPLESAUCE 

CANNED VEGETABLES  CANNED FRUIT 

MUSTARD KETCHUP MAYONNAISE 

Thank you for your continued support. 

    Karen Willis 

============================== 
 

BURNT FACTORY BOOK CLUB  
 

Our next book selection is 

A PIECE OF THE WORLD  

by Christina Baker Kline. 

 

This is a powerful story about the woman behind 

Andrew Wyethôs famous painting. 

You can find the book at Costco. 

 

Everyone is invited to come! 

 

The next meeting will beé.. 

MONDAY, MARCH 19
th

 at 7:00pm. 

 

LOCATION:  115 Julee Drive, Winchester 

   The Geromettaôs home. 

 

    Joy and Peace, 

    Susie Gerometta 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SǳƴŘŀȅΩǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ Řŀȅǎ ŜǾŜǊΗΗΗ  L ŀƳ ǾŜǊȅ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ŘŀȅΗ  bƻǘƘƛƴƎ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ƳŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ Ƨƻȅ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƻ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇǳǊŜ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ŀōƻǾŜΦ  L 
wanted to share this because it does give us great hope, not just in the future but in the present.  One Sunday 
I was teaching the Praise and Worship Service for our children and we were at the part where I send them to 
their personal prayer spots in the sanctuary, and yes, they do have their favorite spot to pray!  I usually lead 
the prayer off by giving them people we need to pray for and as I was just uttering the words, let us pray I hear 
άaƛǎǎ /ŀǿƛŜΣ aƛǎǎ /ŀǿƛŜΣ L ǇǊŀȅ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ L ǇǊŀȅ ǘƻŘŀȅ.έ  {ƻ ŀǎ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƻǾŜǊŦƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƨƻȅ L said Ok, 
Clayton, you can say prayer today.  That sweet boy bowed his head and uttered amazing words that I could 
ƴƻǘ ƘŜŀǊ ƻǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΣ .¦¢ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ I9 ƭŜd the prayer.  After the Amen, another child said, I 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ŀƴŘ L replied through tears, that it ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ WŜǎǳǎ ƪƴŜǿΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ 
genuine and from the heart!  Oh, and I must add, that after this, Audrey decided she wanted to pray too!  
Through my inner chuckling, I allowed her to pray as well.  That one was definitely up to Jesus to understand!  
We are BLESSED beyond measure to have this happening in our church!  God Bless these children, God Bless 
ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ DƻŘ .ƭŜǎǎ ƻǳǊ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
teachers!  What a joy it is to be here at Burnt Factory! 

 

MARCH & EASTER OPPORTUNITIES! 
¶ There are Lenten Family Devotions-Easter in a Basket-located in the downstairs entry area, for families 

to do together through the season of Lent, or to do daily through Holy Week.  Come pick one up! 

¶ March 29- aŀǳƴŘȅ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ-! /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ŜŘŜǊ aŜŀƭ тǇƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
room 

¶ Monday Night Singers and Dancers 6pm   Little Singers ( ages 5 and under) 
      сΥол  /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘƻƛǊ  όŀƎŜǎ с ŀƴŘ ǳǇύ 
      7pm   Worship Dance Team  (ages 6 and up) 

¶ Easter Sunday Family Event ς Walk With Jesus ς Families can take part in walking through Holy Week with 
their children doing fun activities that engage families in walking in Jesus shoes in Biblical times.  Please 
gather in the Social Hall at 9:30am for instructions! 

¶ Please note that at this time, we cannot conduct an egg hunt for the older children outside on the 
current grounds.  Safety is a huge issue and we will hopefully have this tradition return in the future. 

¶ SAVE THE DATES!!    VBSτJune 17-21  Kalyn Corron, Director/Carrie Fair, Co-Director 
                                 Summer Camp  July 9, 10, 11 

Considering all the things that are happening in the world, I myself have been doing some research for when 
questions might arise from our children.  I have found some wonderful articles from Christian 
therapist/counselors/ministers and have printed them off.  I have them available to you 
parents/grandparents/guardians in my office should anyone wish to read them. 
 

Grace and PeaceτCarrie Fairτ5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ 
 

 

 



 

EXCITING NEWS!!!   BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR  

God has called Sarah Shoremount to take the Bell Choir Directorôs position!  Sarah 

graduated from Shenandoah University and has taught band and general music in 

Woodbridge, VA. and in Paw Paw, West Va. before moving to her current position of 

teach PK-5 music and chorus in Strasburg, VA. 

  Sarah and her husband, Paul, joined BFUMC in Jan. of 2014.  Sarah is a member of the Winchester Musical 

Viva Choir and makes her home in Stephenson, VA with her husband, a collie and 3 cats. 

  We are blessed and thankful to have Sarah begin this exciting new ministry to the glory of God!  Let me or 

Sarah know if you would like to join this wonderful new choir!!  I have given her 7 names of those who have 

already responded, but we need you!  God bless.  You donôt have to read music to play bells! 

 

 

MORE EXCITING NEWS!!!   DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRIES!!!  

God has called Jason Corron to take the helm at BFUMC as our new Director of Youth 

Ministries!  Jason, along with his wife Kalyn and their children, Zoey and Gracyn, joined the 

church in Feb. of 2013 and have been active in many areas of service.  Jason earned a Bachelorôs 

Degree in Multidisciplinary Studies from West Virginia University and is currently working on a 

Masterôs Degree in Theology & Leadership from Gonzaga University (Go Zags).  Jason is 

employed at the Bank of Clarke County and is excited to be a part of the ministry team at 

BFUMC.  Jason will officially begin this part-time position on March 18.  All youth and parents 

of youth will receive an invitation soon to a Meet & Greet time ï it is tentatively scheduled for 

the evening of March 11
th
.  We know God has big plans for Jason and his family as he seeks to 

glorify God in this new adventure! 

 

 

EVEN MORE EXCITING NEWS!!!   DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION  and 

       SPIRITUAL FORMATION  

God has called Rob Moss, after ten + years of fruitful and inspirational leadership as our 

Director of Youth Ministries to a new position at BFUMC!  Rob will be the new Director 

of Administration and Spiritual Formation.  Rob and Debbie, along now with their adult 

children, Katie and Laura, joined the church in Sept. of 2007 and have been active in 

many, many areas of service.  Rob earned his Bachelorôs of Science Degree in Business 

Administration from George Mason University.  He has served as a licensed teacher in 

the public school system through a successful Career Switcher program and has also 

earned his Church Administrator Certification from Union Theological Seminary in 

2007.  We are excited and thrilled for Rob to transition into new responsibilities at 

BFUMC where we are sure he will excel for the glory of God.  A celebration of Robôs 

ministry and transition will take place on April 15 and you will be hearing more about 

that soon!  Robôs final youth group meeting will take place March 11 just before we go 

into a Meet and Greet session. 

 

SERVICE OF CONSECRATION ï MARCH 18 ï 8:30 and 11:00 WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

We are, indeed, blessed to welcome these new servants of Christ, along with Sarah Shoremount, who I 

introduced last week, to the ministry team of BFUMC.  They, as well as all of us, covet your prayers and 

support as we seek to worship and glorify our Lord!  A service of Consecration will take place at both services 

on March 18 to welcome our new team members! God bless. 

           Pastor Steve 

From a ranch on the Vine 



 

MARCH UMW NEWS 
 

We had a meeting February 15
th
 in the Social Hall with 20 members present. 

Thanks to Penny Croll and Donna Gallagher for great refreshments. 

     Our annual Call to Prayer Program was led by Doris Duvall, our Spiritual Growth coordinator.  She shared 

many interesting facts about UMW and its history.  Today there are over 800,000 women in UMW world-wide.  

A basket was passed around for donations to the Call to Prayer program.  All the money goes to Education. 

     Janie Shope, our RESPONSE coordinator, shared an article from the February RESPONSE magazine.  

According to the Book of Resolution, the UMC opposes continued military occupancy of the West Bank, 

Gaza and East Jerusalem and confiscation of Palestinian land and resources. 

     Diann Duvall distributed a new UMW Reading Program list.  Karen Willis ordered some new books 

for the reading program.  Thank you, Karen, for your donation.  See the UMW books in our library and 

checkout one or two.  Keep a list of what you have read and in August Martha Ludtke will fill out a form 

for the district listing how we have participated in the reading program. 

     Penny Croll gave an update on Project Esperanza.  Penny took pictures of some of our church women 

and they will be used for Easter cards for the children of P.E. in the Dominican Republic.  At the 

workshop on Saturday following the meeting, seven women cut out the faces and placed them on ñeggsò 

and put them in baskets.  These paper ñcardsò will be sent, along with some little crosses, to the children 

there.  Along with some monetary support, our goal is to let them know there are people in the United 

States, specifically, people at BFUMC in Virginia, where their teacher is from, who care about them.  We 

sent along a world map (in Spanish).  We also gave bus tickets to those living at Trinity House and Valley 

Light, two transitional houses in our community. 

We will have a good representation at the District Prayer Breakfast at The Clarion 

Inn (Lee-Jackson Convention Center) Saturday, March 3
rd

.  The 17 people going will 

be blest to be among other UMW friends and hear about the Henry Fork Service 

Center by Lisa Nichols, the Director.  Music will be provided by United Voices, 

Agape UMC.  (Something to look forward to)!  The donated items we will provide 

will be given to CCAP here in Winchester and Mobile Hope in Leesburg.  These 

organizations were chosen in response to unit wishes and concerns (discussed at 

Zone meetings) to support local mission work in our district.  Wal-Mart gift cards 

will be welcomed and given to the Henry Fork Service Center in Rocky Mount, VA, 

a UMW supported ministry. 

     Continue to cut out those cancelled stamps from your mail.  Put them in the lavender box in the social 

hall.  Also, the Boxtops for Education.  Itôs amazing what they transfer into!! 

     Polly passed out missionary names with SuperGlue and a message.  Please make an effort to e-mail 

your missionaries, especially on their birthday. 

     If you missed the February meeting, plan to attend the April 19
th

 meeting.  We are blest to be among 

friends who are like minded and care about showing love to others near and far. 

 

         Blessings, Polly Duvall, president 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Please join us Wednesday, March 7, 2018, at 7:00pm in the lower cottage for our next meeting.  Plans will be 

made for making palm crosses and Easter Breakfast.  If anyone is interested in keeping track of the hospitality 

sign up during the Sunday School Hour, please let us know! 

          Blessings,  

          Amy and Jim Shepley 

 
  

 

 

Burnt Factory U nited Methodist Men 
 

 Have you ever heard of Strength for Service to God and Country? 

 

Before it went out of print, more than one million copies of STRENGTH  FOR SERVICE  TO GOD AND COUNTRY  

were distributed during World War II and the Korean War. 

 

Fifty years later, Evan Hunsberger was inspirited by his grandfather's worn copy and republished the book as 

his Eagle Scout project in 2002 with the help of the General Commission on United Methodist Men. 

 

While many World War II veterans reported how the original book carried them through difficult days and 

years following the war, it was underestimated how much the pocket-sized books would be appreciated today. 

 

STRENGTH  FOR SERVICE  TO GOD AND COUNTRY  is a book of devotions designed for those in military service, 

firefighters, police officers, and others in service to their country. Such service can be life-changing for many 

courageous yet often under-recognized public servants. 

 

¶ Since 2002, STRENGTH FOR SERVICE  has been distributed to more than 1,000,000 people. 

¶ STRENGTH FOR SERVICE  has partnered with a variety of military service organizations to increase 

distribution of the books to our nation's troops. 

¶ STRENGTH FOR SERVICE  is a member of America Supports You, a Department of Defense program 

recognizing citizens' support for our military and communicating that support to members of our Armed 

Forces and their families, at home and abroad. 

 

Please join us at our next UMMen meeting on March 17
th
 

 at 8:00 AM in the church fellowship hall. 

 

If anyone has any questions, feel free to contact me 

 at (540) 207-7404; tamtut@comast.net. 

 

 

Steve Cunningham 

President, Burnt Factory UMMen 
 

 

 

mailto:tamtut@comast.net

